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DEATHTRAP

collapses
The Kyakataggwa

makeshit bridge broke
down aftera downpour . .
last week The bridge
connects Kabira Sub-
county to Kyotera Town. -
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Village bridge 53

LEADERS PETITION MINISTER.
Councillors in Nakaseke District have passed
a resolution to petition the minister for Animal
Industry, Ms Joy Kabatsi, over he persistent
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)
and the unending quarantine for
the cattle corridor areas. The
Nakaseke District vice chair-
person, Mr Richard Mavuuma,
said last week that the district
realised that the persistent FMD
is a result of animals that are
" smuggled into the district from
Tanzania. [Dan Wandera]

Gom

lllegal. They say sand miners have been
operating illegally.

BY SADAT MBOGO
editorlal@ug.nationmedia.com

GOMBA. Gomba District leaders
have banned sand mining activities
in three villages over environmental
concerns.

According to Mr Godfrey Kiviiri, the
district chairperson, illegal sand min-
ing started in the district early last
year in three swamps of Kalwanga,
Kifampa and Mirambi in Kabulasoke
Sub-county.

The affected swamps are part of
the major water catchment areas
that connect several rivers and wet-
lands in Gomba, Mpigi and Kalungu
districts and drains directly into Lake
Victoria. :

“Our environment protection team
asked the sand miners to present to
the district licences and environmen-
tal impact assessment certificates
issued to them by National Environ-
ment Management Authority, un-
fortunately, they didn’t turn up. This
clearly showed that they were lying
to us [district]. This is the reason

baleaders ban sand

why the district executive commit-
tee satlast week and slapped aban on
sand mining activities until further
notice,” he said in an interview last
Friday.

Following the directive, the sand
miners have also been ordered to
ta}(q away their excavators from the
mining sites.

Mr Musa Male, one of the affected
sand miners, said they possess li-
censes that allow them to operate in
the area and was surprised to learn
that they had been ordered to vacate
the area.

“Wehave licences and even the dis-
trict offlcials from the environment
protection department together with
the chairman, have been monitoring
our sites, but we wonder why they
abrupt}y halted our operations. We
are trying to negotiate with them to
see whether they can allow us to re-
sume work soon,” he said.

The decision to ban sand mining
comes two weeks after the govern-
ment put sand, stones and murrum
under the category of minerals in the
new approved mining policy.

Government believes this will end
unregulated sand mining across the
country.
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Under the new policy, any one in- Maszla District
tending to venture into sand mining b:‘ar?d t.he 90?[
=== will be required to acquire a licence | ‘e districtonfe
gy from the Energy Ministry. AR llnSpeCt 2:::
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Godfrey Kivilr, one year, or both. the cistrictj(g
the district Babirye Kaban
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In the district Mpigi districts said they lacked the )
earller lastyearin  Dolitical support to stop illegal sand
three swamps of mining in Lwera wetland despite
Kifampa parliament halting the activities. MP advi:
and Mirambl In The Kalungu District chairperson,
Kabulasoke Sub-  Mr Richard Kyabaggu, said theissue MITYANA
county. surrounding sand mining in Lwera the Mityana
was bigger for them as a district and has advised
all their efforts to stop the illegal ac- join Savings
tivities have in the past failed due to Organisatic-
‘external factors.’ from gover
¢ Sand mining has in the past de- programmi
cade become a lucrative business Kalangaalc
due to the swiftly growing construc- last Saturc
tion sector. “A number
Environmentalists recently raised | receivedr
concern over the increasing sand and regis!
mining in major swamps like Lwera, way you ¢
ment pro
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Gomba leaders

“Qur environment
rotection teaim
asked the sand
miners to present
to the district
licenses and
environmental
impact
assessment
certificates
issued to them
by National
Environment
Management
Authority,
unfortunately,
they didn’t turn
up. This clearly
showed that
they were lying
tous [district].,”
GODFREY KIVIIRI,
THEDISTRICT

CHAIRPERSON

“We have
licenses and

even the district
officials from

the environment
protection
department
together with the
chairman, have
been monitoring
our sites, but we
wonder why they
abruptly halted ouy
Operations. We are
trying to negotiate
with them to see
whether they can
allow us to resume
work soon,”

MUSA MALE, SAND
MINER
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Meanwhile, this ne}":’;fvy pidien
e ;emgzhnzgfigﬁiwera swamp
g%afnrggla have resorted to qulvlaigl
a longer route via K.ayab‘géo g
to Butambala District an S
District instead %f using the

-Masaka highway.

pa‘l;hl\é[n asked why these s]z;pc}
trucks pass thrqugh Gomba 1sk
trict, Mr Kiviiri se_ud the tru:::1
drivers want to avoid t}xe Uganda
National Roads Authority (UNRA)
axle load checkpoint at Buvyama
Town Council in Mpigi D1§tnct.

“We received information that
they [truck drivers] use Gomba
roads to avoid checkpoints on
Kampala-Masaka road, but we
[executive committee] have _al—
ready written to police, directing
them to arrest and prosecute any
sand truck driver in the district,”
he said.

He said such trucks should
be impounded because they are
destroying the new Sembabule-
Kanoni-Mpigi road, which is still
under construction,

Alerted

Mr Joseph Musana, the police
spokesperson for Katonga re-
gion, confirmed that police were
alerted by Gomba leaders over the
matter,

“We have already deployed
both plain-clothed ang uniformed
policemen, together with UNRA
enforcement team to arrest the
drivers,” he saiq last Saturday,

Allan Ssempebwa, the UNRA
medig relations m;

borting wet sang

isthereason truck drivers use vil-

lage routes,

_“Transportation of wet sanq is
dlscouraged among sand min;

COmpanies a5 g Way of minimjs-
Ing road damage, Ifthelocal leacsl-
ers are championing against gyey
loading, thep we haye artners in
road asset Drotection,” ha said
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